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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENTLETTER FROM THE PRESIDENTLETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
In June 2019, Tikkun Ha-Ir embarked on a six month-long
strategic planning process, culminating in a five-year vision
for the organization. Working with THI staff, clergy, and
dedicated supporters to create a bold vision for the future
was deeply empowering, and for the first two months of
2020, we were flourishing.

And then the pandemic hit. In a time of distance and
uncertainty, our plans were temporarily put on hold—but I’m
proud to say that THI achieved most of the objectives set out
in our strategic plan regardless. THI expanded its impact,
awareness, and support in the community; grew the scope of
signature programs such as Veggie Chop Shop; and helped
spearhead new initiatives like Good Deeds Day, which drew in
volunteers from all over Milwaukee County! It was incredible
to witness the embodiment of THI's vision come to life—a just,
diverse community committed to repairing what's broken in
our city.

As my tenure on the Board of Directors comes to a close this
July, I find myself proudest of those achievements that
required collective effort, tenacity, and mutual trust, even
when we couldn’t see to the end of the road with any
assurance of success.

THI is indebted to Sami Stein Avner for greatly improving our
ability to achieve that mission by bringing about a significant
evolution for the organization’s vision, as well as its work. My
deepest gratitude to Brandice Kirchner, Rhonda Lindner, and
Kathryne Gargano for their commitment to this organization
and enabling us to achieve our goals. Thank you to past
President, Paula Lorant, and the THI Executive Committee,
Rebecca Chagall, Betsy Kerns, Morgan Sweet, and Rea Katz,
and the entire THI Board for your dedication and unwavering
support of Tikkun Ha-Ir.
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It has been a special joy to be involved with
Tikkun Ha-Ir. I’m confident that our next
President, Morgan Sweet, will find the same
inspiration I found in embracing our Jewish  
values as a guiding light toward a better
future for all.



You don’t have toYou don’t have to
be a chef to feedbe a chef to feed
the hungry.the hungry.
You don’t have to
be a chef to feed
the hungry.

We’re looking for We’re looking for cooks, gleaners,cooks, gleaners,
packers, and driverspackers, and drivers to help make to help make
and delivery fresh, deliciousand delivery fresh, delicious
meals for families experiencingmeals for families experiencing
food insecurity in MKE.food insecurity in MKE.  

We’re looking for cooks, gleaners,
packers, and drivers to help make
and delivery fresh, delicious
meals for families experiencing
food insecurity in MKE. 

JOIN THEJOIN THE
VCS TEAM!VCS TEAM!
JOIN THE
VCS TEAM!

VEGGIE CHOP SHOPVEGGIE CHOP SHOP
VOLUNTEERS!VOLUNTEERS!

VEGGIE CHOP SHOP
VOLUNTEERS!

Passionate about food justice?Passionate about food justice?  

Want to make a differenceWant to make a difference  
in your community?in your community?

Passionate about food justice? 

Want to make a difference 
in your community?

CALL FORCALL FORCALL FOR

When I think of spring, the first thing that
comes to mind is the sprouting of new plants—
the budding trees, the Crocus popping
through the ground, and soon enough,
Wisconsin’s fresh produce will be available for
Veggie Chop Shop! VCS is in its 3  season in
the kitchen at All People’s Gathering Church,
an essential resource in the community that
provides pantry staples and fresh produce to
those experiencing food insecurity.

rd

Tikkun Ha-Ir’s VCS gleans over 500 pounds of
produce to create over 1,000 meals a week!
We also provide additional produce directly to
the community from the JCC Community
Pantry. We welcome volunteers of all abilities,
but please note that on Mondays, all volunteers
must be 18 years or older. This is due to our
partnership with the Milwaukee Women’s
Correctional Center (MWCC), where
volunteers participate in a community service
program as part of their release plan. They gain
important job-skills, make connections, and
enjoy a delicious home-made lunch together
after the volunteer shift!

We are excited to provide meals this year to
The Cathedral Center, Meta House,
Pathfinders, and WECA partner childcare
centers. We’ll also distribute smaller portions
at the Kinship Community Food Center and
The Gathering Table at All People’s Gathering
Church.

Please consider signing up to glean, chop
veggies, or help deliver meals! Your support
makes a real difference.
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VCS RETURNS WEEKLY BEGINNING JUNE 29th!VCS RETURNS WEEKLY BEGINNING JUNE 29th!VCS RETURNS WEEKLY BEGINNING JUNE 29th!

This fall, Tikkun Ha-Ir applied for the inaugural
FEED MKE Project Food Waste Reduction and
Compost Grant, funded by the USDA. We are
proud to be one of only two recipients to
receive the full award of $30,000 for food
waste recovery. With over 40 applicants, only
thirteen agencies were awarded the FEED
grant. THI has created a reputation for being
reliable in regards to food waste recovery.   
(cont on page 3)

THI AWARDED MKE ECO OFFICETHI AWARDED MKE ECO OFFICE    30K FEED GRANT30K FEED GRANTTHI AWARDED MKE ECO OFFICE  30K FEED GRANT

(cont.)
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B Y  B R A N D I C E  K I R C H N E R

We’re looking for volunteersWe’re looking for volunteers
Sundays thru WednesdaysSundays thru Wednesdays
from June 29th - Oct 12th.from June 29th - Oct 12th.

We’re looking for volunteers
Sundays thru Wednesdays
from June 29th - Oct 12th.



On March 10th, 2025, Tikkun Ha-Ir and the Jewish
Community Relations Council partnered to host a
Wisconsin Community Interfaith Seder at Congregation
Beth Israel Ner Tamid. It was an honor to have so many
interfaith and community leaders attend to learn more
about the Passover Seder and to discuss the many
universal themes of the holiday. We read through a
great amount of the Haggadah and then enjoyed a
delicious meal by Hannah’s Catering.

The seder took months to plan, including creating our
own Haggadah complete with the Passover liturgy and
discussion questions to help engage all of our guests. In
speaking with many attendees, I learned this seder was
their first Passover experience, and that they felt
extremely grateful for the opportunity to learn
alongside such a diverse community of faith and lay
leaders. Guests came from the following traditions:
Baháʼí, Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam.

Nights like these fill me with hope and remind me how
blessed we are to have each other. An attendee from
my Voting Rights Coalition felt so revived and energized
from the positivity in the room that she was moved to
tears, sharing how in need she was for community
during such challenging times.
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THI TEAMS UP WITH THE JCRC FOR AN UPLIFTINGTHI TEAMS UP WITH THE JCRC FOR AN UPLIFTING

INTERFAITH SEDERINTERFAITH SEDER

THI TEAMS UP WITH THE JCRC FOR AN UPLIFTING
INTERFAITH SEDER

Through our ongoing gleaning efforts and meal programs, Veggie Chop Shop and
Tikkun Ha-Ir’s food recovery initiatives have proven to be a valuable investment. This
grant has enabled us to purchase a much-needed hitch and trailer, which will
significantly improve our capacity each season. Our strong relationships with local
producers and market managers have opened up more gleaning opportunities than
we could previously manage. With this additional storage and continued
partnership, we are now able to expand food recovery and donations across the city
of Milwaukee.

B Y  R H O N D A  L I N D N E R

Photos © The Milwaukee Jewish Federation



Good Deeds Day 2025 in Milwaukee was a shining example of the power of collaboration.
On April 6 , Tikkun Ha-Ir of Milwaukee, the Harry & Rose Samson Family Jewish
Community Center, and the Jewish Community Relations Council of the Milwaukee
Jewish Federation worked hand in hand to bring together people from all over MKE for a
day of service and mitzvot. Thank you to Sarah DeNeve and the GDD Steering Committee
for the dedicated months of planning!

th

Rooted in the shared Jewish values of chesed (loving kindness), kehillah (community),
and tzedakah (thoughtful giving), Good Deeds Day brought together over 250
volunteers and more than 25 organizations in Milwaukee to make a lasting impact
across our city. As part of a global movement celebrated by over 100 countries, we were
honored to help facilitate the outpouring of generosity we saw from the community.

MILWAUKEE’S MILWAUKEE’S GOOD DEEDS DAY SHOWCASESGOOD DEEDS DAY SHOWCASES

POWERFUL PARTNERSHIP AND PURPOSEPOWERFUL PARTNERSHIP AND PURPOSE

MILWAUKEE’S GOOD DEEDS DAY SHOWCASES
POWERFUL PARTNERSHIP AND PURPOSE B Y  S A M I  S T E I N  A V N E R
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Together, we:

Packed 500 hygiene kits and 500 snack kits for
Pathfinders, Cathedral Center, and The Guest House;
Made and delivered 1,000 sandwiches for the Jewish
Community Pantry and The Guest House;
Created 50 warm blankets for the Jewish Community
Pantry and wrote hundreds of handmade cards to
accompany the kits and gifts;
Assembled 75 welcome home baskets for Meta House and
Pathfinders;
Packed and distributed 385 Passover food bags to families
and individuals in need, thanks to QuicKosher;
and sorted clothing and organized supplies at Repairers
of the Breach, crafted with veterans at the Zablocki VA,
cleaned up the orchard for All People’s Church, and
cooked and served a fresh meal to guests from Cathedral
Center and Pathfinders.

From heartfelt service projects to a joyful community lunch,
Good Deeds Day 2025 was a reminder of what’s possible
when we work together. Let’s carry this spirit forward—all
year long.

Photos © Janet McMillan Photography
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Thank you for your hard work and dedication to
April’s Special Election! This election set a record in
Milwaukee—55% voter turnout! Our goal is that all
eligible voters feel an essential part of the system,
and realize that their vote is their voice.  

Special thanks to all our volunteers for their
support of non-partisan efforts and their
commitment to a democracy where every vote
matters. In 2024, Nonprofit Power Report found
that voters engaged by non-partisan efforts saw
a 10% point increase in voter turnout compared to
partisan efforts in the same communities—
especially in low-income areas and among young
voters, voters of color, and other historically
marginalized groups. 

We at THI are ready to work and bring more great
opportunities to our volunteers! We will pursue
avenues that bring us together rather than tear us
apart. I have tremendous faith that THI will lead the
way in Jewish community non-partisan efforts.

100 WOMEN ON THE MOVE continues to
do incredible work in 2025. We celebrated
our multi-faith and multi-racial coalition
at a luncheon on January 22nd, and Anita
Johnson of Souls to the Polls led us in our
collective call to action. We were asked to
work with our congregations, our
neighborhood organizations, and our
other networks to educate the public
about the importance of voting in the
April Special Election. We engaged youth
voters, canvassed in low-propensity
neighborhoods, and spoke passionately
with our friends and family members. We
proved our motto—“When we vote, we
win!”

Thank you to our many THI supporters
who have joined in the 100 WOMEN
efforts. As a co-leader of this dynamic
group, I cannot express how proud I feel
when our Jewish community members
join in these 100 WOMEN events to help
all of our Milwaukee neighbors to vote.
There’s no stoppin’ 100 WOMEN!

SPRING ELECTIONSPRING ELECTIONSPRING ELECTION

100 WOMEN ON THE MOVE100 WOMEN ON THE MOVE100 WOMEN ON THE MOVE

BY RHONDA LINDNER



The staff at Tikkun Ha-Ir looks forward to the Holiday Gifts Drive every year. With the
help of our tremendous volunteers, last year we collected over 2,000 new items
donated across 14 different service agencies in Milwaukee. Thank you to all who
donated, including Knitters on a Roll for their beautifully handcrafted woolen winter
items and Wisconsin Knitwear for the many hats! We are so grateful for our brilliant
volunteers who dedicated time to sort and deliver the gifts. It is all possible thanks to
Moishe Katz for donating an accessible and cozy sorting location!

In addition to the gift drive, Tikkun Ha-Ir also puts together an elaborate Christmas Eve
meal for residents at The Cathedral Center each year. Thank you to the volunteers who
helped cook and serve the meal. To make the day even more memorable, we also
purchased new books from Rooted MKE Bookstore and put together gift bags of
toiletries and other household goods. Children from both the shelter and Friendship
House, the long-term housing residence, also received kid-friendly books and gift-bags,
but not from Tikkun Ha-Ir—theirs came straight from Santa Claus! ...Otherwise known as
The Arenzon Family. Thank you to the Robin and Steven for transforming into Santa and
Mrs Claus to bring some much-needed holiday cheer to the residents of the shelter.
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2,000+ DONATIONS FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS!2,000+ DONATIONS FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS!2,000+ DONATIONS FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS!

A HEARTWARMING TU BISHVATA HEARTWARMING TU BISHVATA HEARTWARMING TU BISHVAT

Tikkun Ha-Ir hosted its first Tu B’shvat Seder on
February 13th with The Mindful Rabbi, Rabbi
Moishe Steigmann of Own Your Judaism. I was
thrilled to open my home to our group and provide
an opportunity to reflect on social justice and its
connection to nature. Our seder plate was filled
symbolically and physically with delicious nuts,
fruits, and spices. We used a seder developed by
my Highland Park congregation, Makom Solel
Lakeside, to provide an avenue for a deep
discussion about our values for tikkun olam and
how we seek opportunities to make a difference.
We emphasized our relationship with the
environment and how it can inspire us to feel the
THI connected to each other through kindness and
community. We were a small group, and I hope to
grow our participation next year. Thanks again to
Rabbi Moishe and Own Your Judaism for his
leadership and clergy presence.

BY BRANDICE KIRCHNER

BY RHONDA LINDNER



V I S I T  W W W . T H I - M I L W A U K E E . O R G  T O  L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  O U R  P R O G R A M S !
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VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT:VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT:  
GREG WERSCHINGGREG WERSCHING
VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT: 
GREG WERSCHING
Greg Wersching, one of our amazing Veggie Chop Shop
volunteers, is a powerhouse social justice advocate.
He’s the VP of Business Development at Housing Works,
a NY-based non-profit fighting to end the dual crises of
HIV/AIDS and homelessness, and served for three years
as the senior editor for UnidosUS, the largest Latino civil
rights and advocacy organization in the U.S. Greg was a
new Veggie Chop Shop volunteer in the 2024 season.
Working and having two young children at home, we
are so grateful he takes the time to help Tikkun Ha-Ir! 

MARQUETTE INTERNSHIP PARTNERSHIPMARQUETTE INTERNSHIP PARTNERSHIPMARQUETTE INTERNSHIP PARTNERSHIP
Every year, Tikkun Ha-Ir mentors a Marquette student as part of the university’s
Psychology and Social Justice Internship Program. As one of 17 partner
organizations, the goal of this program is to offer students an immersive
community experience that combines fieldwork, academic study, and
reflection, while also contributing to the missions of Milwaukee-based
organizations focused on social justice. This year, Ruby Lexau—our fifth intern!—
joined the team to support THI in civic engagement, event planning, grant
writing, and more. 

Volunteering at Veggie Chop Shop allows me to help
others in a way that’s physical, tangible, and unlike
anything else in my daily life. There is something
uniquely meaningful in the work of preparing
healthy foods, especially as part of a diverse group
of people. Though I don’t make it in for every
session, I’m grateful for the connections to the
community I experience whenever I can participate.

-Greg Wersching

- Ruby Lexau

Working with THI has been an incredible opportunity to
learn more about running a faith-based, social justice
non-profit. From prepping food with Veggie Chop Shop
to canvassing, I got to meet so many wonderful people
from all over Milwaukee. I learned so much about civic
engagement, and now I have developed a passion for
promoting non-partisan voter engagement! I think THI is
a great example of how powerful it is when people from
different organizations come together for a common
goal. These experiences just scratch the surface of how
much I have learned, and I am extremely grateful for the
relationships and skills I have developed with THI.

Here’s what she had to say about her experience:



FACTS & FUN AT TRIVIA HA-IR!FACTS & FUN AT TRIVIA HA-IR!
    
                                

FACTS & FUN AT TRIVIA HA-IR!
  
                

THI OUT & ABOUTTHI OUT & ABOUT    
                                
THI OUT & ABOUT  
                

P A G E  8S P R I N G  2 0 2 5

At the beginning of March, Trivia Ha-Ir was live and in-person at
Arts @ Large. Attendees had the chance to face off in trivia, win
prizes, and enter a 50/50 raffle! We are so grateful to you, our
community, for your generosity and participation. The event was
hosted by Trivia Master and THI Board Member Phillip Salat, who
we can’t thank enough for his wit, wisdom, and wonderful
emcee’ing!

If you enjoyed our eclectic mix of historical, Jewish, and random
trivia, here’s a few more questions to test your seychel! Do you
know the answers? 

Who was the first formally ordained
female rabbi in the US?

Outside of daytime soaps like General
Hospital, what is the longest running
scripted TV series in American TV?

Charles Darwin formulated his theory of
evolution while observing what animal?

1.

2.

3.

(Check out our Facebook for the andwers!)

Vote & Sukkot with NCJW! Nikki Levine & the Cohen Family
crafting with Veterans  on GDD!

Justice Rebecca Dalet & Jenni
Goldbuam packing hygiene kits at Sinai.

Postcarding with 100
WOMEN ON THE MOVE.

Service project with City
Year at Siefert Elementary.

Canvassing with Rhonda
and Anita Johnson!

Packing Matanot L'Evyonim
for Purim at CBINT.

Sami reads a story at MJDS for  a
social justice Rosh Hashanah event.

From canvassing to the Holiday Gifts Drive to Good Deeds Day, THI has been out and
about in the community helping to make MKE a more just city. Want to join us? Email
kathryne@thi-milwaukee.org to get involved! 



THANK YOU DONORS & VOLUNTEERS!THANK YOU DONORS & VOLUNTEERS!THANK YOU DONORS & VOLUNTEERS!
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VOLUNTEERS

Samantha Abramson^ 
Rabbi Joel Alter^
Brent Arnold
Linda Bader*
Heather Berken
Dalilah Bernier
Andrea Bernstein
Rabbi Noah Chertkoff^
Roberta Clark*^
Lisa Cohen-Rotter
Jodi Delfosse
Brian DeNeve^ 
Sarah DeNeve*
Ellen Eckman
Susan Ellman^
Barbara Federlin
Jennifer Gates
Jonah Geller*
Noa Gerassi^ 
Norma Gonzalez
Maggie Gorchoff
Eileen Graves
Sharon Grinker^
Heidi Gould*
Penny Hool
Ruth Irvings
Ann Jacobs^
Louise Jesse
Sanaa Judah
Reenie Kavalar*
Sarah Kailhofer
Jess Lanke*
Christina LaPalm^
Barb Levin
Nikki Levine*
Julie Lookatch*
Judy Lybeck
Katina Maclin
Terri Minkin
Steven Moffic^
Rusty Moffic^
Cantor Richard Newman^
Sherry Payne
Katie Pelant
Jean Pereles-Strouse
Jill Plavnick+
Bobbi Rector
Paul Rector
Sara Reuben
Scott Ritter
Judith Ross
Hazzan Mimi Rozansky^
Philip Salet+ 
Kathleen Schluter
Max Seigle+
Amy Shapiro
Michelle Silverman
Davey Singer
Laura Slatky-Verkuilen*

DONORS

H E A R  A B O U T  T H I  N E W S  E V E R Y  O T H E R  W E E K  B Y  S U B S C R I B I N G  T O  O U R  E - N E W S L E T T E R S !
V I S I T  O U R  W E B S I T E  T O  S I G N  U P .
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* Good Deeds Day Steering Committee
^ Interfaith Seder Speakers, Writers, & Leaders
+ Trivia Ha-Ir Steering Committee

Dena Abramowitz*
Elisheva Appel*
Karen Arbit
Joshua Atlas
Faith & Miles Avner
Sami Stein Avner & Brian Avner>
Razia Azen
Judy & Steven Baruch*
Barbara Beckert
Deborah Berg
Gerald & Sydell Bergtrom*
Elaine Berke
Jonathan & Elisa Berkoff
Rabbi Marc Berkson
Elliot & Cantor Karen Berman
Dr. Susan & Dr. Paul Bernstein
Sherry Besser
Bert & Marlene Bilsky
Amy & Edward Blumenthal
Miriam Boelen*
Alan Borsuk*
Ava & Dr. Ken Bortin*
Susan & Allan Carneol
Lewis Chamoy*
Cindy Ciardo
Roberta Clark*
Lisa Cohen Rotter
David Cohn
Hans DeSelms & Rachel Howitt 
Cindy Cooper
Suzanne Cornell
Miriam Davis
Marshall & Judith Dermer
David & Linda Deskalo*
Jed Dolnick
Phyllis Dorf
Dr. Howard & Eileen Dubner
Judge Hannah Dugan
Judith Eglash
Rodney Eglash
Sheila & Hyam Eglash
Marc & Robyn Eiseman
Karen & Bill Elliott
Rebecca Emmerich*
Liz Escobar

Rabbi Moishe Steigmann^
Tamara Stolle+
Morgan Sweet+
Jonathon Weeks
Greg Wersching
Sue Wile
Judy Winn
Ross Workman
Sandy Workman
Mary Wurzburg^

* Donation made to the Passover Food Drive 
> Good Deeds Day Sponsor
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Sandra Farkas
Deborah & Ben Fendrich
Carol K. Fishman
Pat Flood & Blanche Kushner
Marshall Forbes*
Rachel Forman & Boaz Avital*
Jeffrey Frank
Dr Mark & Linda Freedman
Barbara Friedlander*
Jackie Gessner
Chris Gilbert*
Sara Gimbel
Sandra Gines
Peggi & Bruce Glaser
Pnina Goldfarb & Donald Schoenfeld
Robert Goldman
Carol Goldstein*
Idy Goodman
Michael Gordon
Lisa & Jeff Gorelick
Irving & Reesa Gottschalk*
Eileen & Glenn Graves
The Johnson Family
Elizabeth Hallerman
Tom Heinen
Herman & Jolie Hersh
Melissa & Mathew Honigman
Ruth Irvings & Amy Shapiro
Alice & Jerry Jacobson
Charles & Patti Keating Kahn
Dr. Fran Kaplan*
James Kaplan*
Kenneth Kapp
Rea Katz & Richard Bartlein
Reenie & Gary Kavalar
Brandice Kirchner & Jordan Burich 
Sarah Kirchner
Joan & Robert Klein
Donna & Leo Kleiner
Gail and Martin Komisar
Rich & Andrea Konz*
Gloria Krasno
Bernard & Judy Kristal
Katie Krueger
Avi & Dannette Lank
Eugene & Marcia Laskey
Charles & Judith Lerner
Janice R Letven
Leah Lever
Barb & Michael Levin
Geanna Levin
Nikki & Jack Levine
Catherine Lexau
Tobey Libber & Cheryl Stein Libber
Paula Lorant & Mel Johnson
Joan Lubar
Beth Lueck*
Berel & Barbara Lutsky
Mark Maiman*
Lois Malawsky
Norm & Sherry Malmon
The Marks Family & Linda Leshin
Deborah Mellor
Shari Messerman*
Jay & Bobby Miller
Polly Morris
Mitchell & Cheryl Moser
David Moss & Colleen Beaman

BECOME A RECURRING DONOR!BECOME A RECURRING DONOR!BECOME A RECURRING DONOR!

For small non-profits like THI, routine giving provides
reliability, consistency, and invaluable support for our
programming and mission. 

🌱  Fight food insecurity in MKE by championing
programs like Veggie Chop Shop;

🗳️  Lead the way in civic engagement and non-
partisan voter engagement in the Jewish
community;

🔄  Make a huge difference over time, no matter
how small your donation; 

💌  Bring the community together to examine
and respond to social justice issues through
Jewish values and traditions;

✡️  Repair the world, one act of kindness at a
time.

Be a change-maker every day.

With a monthly contribution to Tikkun Ha-Ir, you can help: 

Armin & Hollie Nankin
Elaine Nelles
Cathy Nemerovski*
Rosalie Neufeld*
Becca O’Connor*
Stacey Oliker & Lew Friedland
Ronna & Larry Pachefsky*
Leslie Paler
Jenny Paris & Steve Stall
Mark & Sally Pass
Mark Peltin
Jean Pereles-Strouse*
James Phillips
Lance Pittleman*
Jay & Jill Plavnick>
Evan & Jessie Primakow
Marc Rasansky & Beth Kushner
Sara & Michael Reuben
David Riener & Ellie Graan* 
Gillian Rodger
Jan Rosenberg
Judith Ross
Karyn Rotker
Syndi & David Salat
Corey Sampson
Max Samson & Nancy Pinter
Rhonda & Gary Schutkin
Adam Segal*
Laurie & Dean Segal
Max & Marni Seigle
Fran Serlin

https://emojipedia.org/ballot-box-with-ballot
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SAMI STEIN AVNER - Executive Director
BRANDICE KIRCHNER — Food Justice Director
RHONDA LINDNER — Education Director
KATHRYNE GARGANO — Communications Associate
RUBY LEXEAU — Intern

STAFF

TAMARA STOLLE — President
REBECCA CHAGALL — VP Governance
MORGAN SWEET — VP External Affairs
BETSY KERNS — VP Finance
REA KATZ — Secretary

BOARD

PAULA LORANT — Immediate Past President
JUDY BARUCH — Founding Executive Director

EX-OFFICIO

ROBIN ARENZON
MIRIAM HORWITZ
SARAH KATZ KIRCHNER
JILL PLAVNICK
EVAN PRIMAKOW
PHILLIP SALAT
MAX SEIGLE
SUSAN STUCKERT
JILL PLAVNICK

MEMBERS AT LARGE

LINDA BADER — Congregation Emanu-el B’ne Jeshurun
MARA KLEIMAN — Milwaukee Jewish Day School
SUSAN ELLMAN — Congregation Shir Hadash
JODIE HONIGMAN — Congregation Beth Israel Ner Tamid
NIKKI LEVINE — National Council of Jewish Women - MKE
RACHEL PRESSMAN — PJ Library
SHAI WISE — Congregation Shalom
MARY WURZURG — Congregation Sinai

LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Lis & Gary Shapiro
Michael Shechtman
Silver Household
Barbara & Al Simon
Jason & Dori Frankel Steigman
Amy B Stein & Gary Stein
Barbara Stein Charitable Lead Trust
Jody & Jeffrey Steren
Tamara Stolle & Dan Schnoll
Beatrice & George Strick
Audrey Strnad
Elaine Sweet
Fred Tabak
Jordana Thomadsen
Barbara Truitt
Beverly Ugent
Rodney & Dee Dee Ugent
Jeff & Jodi Warren*
Jeffrey B Wasserman
Debra & Michael Watton*
Ari Weber
Rabbi Daniel & Shelley Weber
Eric Weiner
Steven Werlin*
David & Diane Wolfson
Mary Wurzburg
Rachel Young
Judith & David Zaks
Barry Zalben*
Marshall Zarem
Dean & Debbie Zemel>*
Andi Zimmerman*
Jeff Zimpel
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Baird Foundation, Inc.
Chevra Kadisha
Congregation Shir Hadash>
Goodman Bensman Whitefish Bay Funeral  
   Home
Grant Galaxy+
Great Lakes Distillery+
Harry & Rose Samson Family Jewish
  Community Center> 
Herb Kohl Philanthropies>
Irving L. Chortek Charitable Fund in 
   Memory of Robert and Jennie Chortek>
Jewish Service Alliance’s National Day of 
   Jewish Service Grant>
Kohl's Cares Hometown Giving
Makom Solel Lakeside
Marvin & Marilyn Zetley Family Foundation
Milwaukee Jewish Federation>
Salinsky Fund at Congregation Emanu-El 
   B'ne Jeshurun>
Serve WI Volunteer Generation Fund>

I N T E R E S T E D  I N  V O L U N T E E R I N G ?  E M A I L  I N F O @ T H I - M I L W A U K E E . O R G  T O D A Y !

SPONSORS
* Donation made to the Passover Food Drive 
> Good Deeds Day Sponsor
+ Donation made to Trivia Ha-Ir

Not only was volunteering at
Good Deeds Day fun, but it

was like a breath of fresh air.
Being with so many different

people in the community,
working together to make a
positive change for others,

put a smile in my heart. 

- Linda Bader, 
Leadership Council

“

”



PO Box 090287 Milwaukee, WI 53209
414-501-3618 www.thi-milwaukee.org

Tikkun Ha-Ir of Milwaukee builds a more just community by
uniting the Jewish community in study, action, and civic
engagement. 

KEY DATES WITH TIKKUN HA-IRKEY DATES WITH TIKKUN HA-IRKEY DATES WITH TIKKUN HA-IR

05/29 - 06/1 GLEAN MACHINE

06/29 -  10/12 VEGGIE CHOP SHOP

10/12 STD - SUKKOT FOOD JUSTICE FARM PARTY


	THE JEWISH COMMUNITY BRIDGE TO ACTION
	SPRING 2025
	LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT
	In June 2019, Tikkun Ha-Ir embarked on a six month-long strategic planning process, culminating in a five-year vision for the organization. Working with THI staff, clergy, and dedicated supporters to create a bold vision for the future was deeply empowering, and for the first two months of 2020, we were flourishing.
	And then the pandemic hit. In a time of distance and uncertainty, our plans were temporarily put on hold—but I’m proud to say that THI achieved most of the objectives set out in our strategic plan regardless. THI expanded its impact, awareness, and support in the community; grew the scope of signature programs such as Veggie Chop Shop; and helped spearhead new initiatives like Good Deeds Day, which drew in volunteers from all over Milwaukee County! It was incredible to witness the embodiment of THI's vision come to life—a just, diverse community committed to repairing what's broken in our city.
	As my tenure on the Board of Directors comes to a close this July, I find myself proudest of those achievements that required collective effort, tenacity, and mutual trust, even when we couldn’t see to the end of the road with any assurance of success.
	THI is indebted to Sami Stein Avner for greatly improving our ability to achieve that mission by bringing about a significant evolution for the organization’s vision, as well as its work. My deepest gratitude to Brandice Kirchner, Rhonda Lindner, and Kathryne Gargano for their commitment to this organization and enabling us to achieve our goals. Thank you to past President, Paula Lorant, and the THI Executive Committee, Rebecca Chagall, Betsy Kerns, Morgan Sweet, and Rea Katz, and the entire THI Board for your dedication and unwavering support of Tikkun Ha-Ir.
	IN THIS ISSUE:
	It has been a special joy to be involved with Tikkun Ha-Ir. I’m confident that our next President, Morgan Sweet, will find the same inspiration I found in embracing our Jewish  values as a guiding light toward a better future for all.
	TAMARA STOLLE TIKKUN HA-IR BOARD PRESIDENT
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	VCS RETURNS WEEKLY BEGINNING JUNE 29th!

	VEGGIE CHOP SHOP VOLUNTEERS!
	JOIN THE VCS TEAM!
	You don’t have to be a chef to feed the hungry.
	When I think of spring, the first thing that comes to mind is the sprouting of new plants—the budding trees, the Crocus popping through the ground, and soon enough, Wisconsin’s fresh produce will be available for Veggie Chop Shop! VCS is in its 3rd season in the kitchen at All People’s Gathering Church, an essential resource in the community that provides pantry staples and fresh produce to those experiencing food insecurity.
	Tikkun Ha-Ir’s VCS gleans over 500 pounds of produce to create over 1,000 meals a week! We also provide additional produce directly to the community from the JCC Community Pantry. We welcome volunteers of all abilities, but please note that on Mondays, all volunteers must be 18 years or older. This is due to our partnership with the Milwaukee Women’s Correctional Center (MWCC), where volunteers participate in a community service program as part of their release plan. They gain important job-skills, make connections, and enjoy a delicious home-made lunch together after the volunteer shift!
	We are excited to provide meals this year to The Cathedral Center, Meta House, Pathfinders, and WECA partner childcare centers. We’ll also distribute smaller portions at the Kinship Community Food Center and The Gathering Table at All People’s Gathering Church.
	Please consider signing up to glean, chop veggies, or help deliver meals! Your support makes a real difference.

	THI AWARDED MKE ECO OFFICE  30K FEED GRANT
	This fall, Tikkun Ha-Ir applied for the inaugural FEED MKE Project Food Waste Reduction and Compost Grant, funded by the USDA. We are proud to be one of only two recipients to receive the full award of $30,000 for food waste recovery. With over 40 applicants, only thirteen agencies were awarded the FEED grant. THI has created a reputation for being reliable in regards to food waste recovery.   (cont on page 3)
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	Through our ongoing gleaning efforts and meal programs, Veggie Chop Shop and Tikkun Ha-Ir’s food recovery initiatives have proven to be a valuable investment. This grant has enabled us to purchase a much-needed hitch and trailer, which will significantly improve our capacity each season. Our strong relationships with local producers and market managers have opened up more gleaning opportunities than we could previously manage. With this additional storage and continued partnership, we are now able to expand food recovery and donations across the city of Milwaukee.


	THI TEAMS UP WITH THE JCRC FOR AN UPLIFTING  INTERFAITH SEDER
	BY RHONDA LINDNER
	On March 10th, 2025, Tikkun Ha-Ir and the Jewish Community Relations Council partnered to host a Wisconsin Community Interfaith Seder at Congregation Beth Israel Ner Tamid. It was an honor to have so many interfaith and community leaders attend to learn more about the Passover Seder and to discuss the many universal themes of the holiday. We read through a great amount of the Haggadah and then enjoyed a delicious meal by Hannah’s Catering.
	The seder took months to plan, including creating our own Haggadah complete with the Passover liturgy and discussion questions to help engage all of our guests. In speaking with many attendees, I learned this seder was their first Passover experience, and that they felt extremely grateful for the opportunity to learn alongside such a diverse community of faith and lay leaders. Guests came from the following traditions: Baháʼí, Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam.
	Nights like these fill me with hope and remind me how blessed we are to have each other. An attendee from my Voting Rights Coalition felt so revived and energized from the positivity in the room that she was moved to tears, sharing how in need she was for community during such challenging times.
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	MILWAUKEE’S GOOD DEEDS DAY SHOWCASES POWERFUL PARTNERSHIP AND PURPOSE
	BY SAMI STEIN AVNER
	Good Deeds Day 2025 in Milwaukee was a shining example of the power of collaboration. On April 6th, Tikkun Ha-Ir of Milwaukee, the Harry & Rose Samson Family Jewish Community Center, and the Jewish Community Relations Council of the Milwaukee Jewish Federation worked hand in hand to bring together people from all over MKE for a day of service and mitzvot. Thank you to Sarah DeNeve and the GDD Steering Committee for the dedicated months of planning!
	Rooted in the shared Jewish values of chesed (loving kindness), kehillah (community), and tzedakah (thoughtful giving), Good Deeds Day brought together over 250 volunteers and more than 25 organizations in Milwaukee to make a lasting impact across our city. As part of a global movement celebrated by over 100 countries, we were honored to help facilitate the outpouring of generosity we saw from the community.
	Together, we:
	Packed 500 hygiene kits and 500 snack kits for Pathfinders, Cathedral Center, and The Guest House;
	Made and delivered 1,000 sandwiches for the Jewish Community Pantry and The Guest House;
	Created 50 warm blankets for the Jewish Community Pantry and wrote hundreds of handmade cards to accompany the kits and gifts;
	Assembled 75 welcome home baskets for Meta House and Pathfinders;
	Packed and distributed 385 Passover food bags to families and individuals in need, thanks to QuicKosher;
	and sorted clothing and organized supplies at Repairers of the Breach, crafted with veterans at the Zablocki VA, cleaned up the orchard for All People’s Church, and cooked and served a fresh meal to guests from Cathedral Center and Pathfinders.
	From heartfelt service projects to a joyful community lunch, Good Deeds Day 2025 was a reminder of what’s possible when we work together. Let’s carry this spirit forward—all year long.
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	SPRING ELECTION
	100 WOMEN ON THE MOVE
	BY RHONDA LINDNER
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	2,000+ DONATIONS FOR HOLIDAY GIFTS!
	BY BRANDICE KIRCHNER

	A HEARTWARMING TU BISHVAT
	BY RHONDA LINDNER
	SPRING 2025
	PAGE 7

	VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT:  GREG WERSCHING
	Greg Wersching, one of our amazing Veggie Chop Shop volunteers, is a powerhouse social justice advocate. He’s the VP of Business Development at Housing Works, a NY-based non-profit fighting to end the dual crises of HIV/AIDS and homelessness, and served for three years as the senior editor for UnidosUS, the largest Latino civil rights and advocacy organization in the U.S. Greg was a new Veggie Chop Shop volunteer in the 2024 season. Working and having two young children at home, we are so grateful he takes the time to help Tikkun Ha-Ir!
	Volunteering at Veggie Chop Shop allows me to help others in a way that’s physical, tangible, and unlike anything else in my daily life. There is something uniquely meaningful in the work of preparing healthy foods, especially as part of a diverse group of people. Though I don’t make it in for every session, I’m grateful for the connections to the community I experience whenever I can participate.
	-Greg Wersching

	MARQUETTE INTERNSHIP PARTNERSHIP
	Every year, Tikkun Ha-Ir mentors a Marquette student as part of the university’s Psychology and Social Justice Internship Program. As one of 17 partner organizations, the goal of this program is to offer students an immersive community experience that combines fieldwork, academic study, and reflection, while also contributing to the missions of Milwaukee-based organizations focused on social justice. This year, Ruby Lexau—our fifth intern!—joined the team to support THI in civic engagement, event planning, grant writing, and more.
	Here’s what she had to say about her experience:
	Working with THI has been an incredible opportunity to learn more about running a faith-based, social justice non-profit. From prepping food with Veggie Chop Shop to canvassing, I got to meet so many wonderful people from all over Milwaukee. I learned so much about civic engagement, and now I have developed a passion for promoting non-partisan voter engagement! I think THI is a great example of how powerful it is when people from different organizations come together for a common goal. These experiences just scratch the surface of how much I have learned, and I am extremely grateful for the relationships and skills I have developed with THI.
	- Ruby Lexau
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	FACTS & FUN AT TRIVIA HA-IR!
	At the beginning of March, Trivia Ha-Ir was live and in-person at Arts @ Large. Attendees had the chance to face off in trivia, win prizes, and enter a 50/50 raffle! We are so grateful to you, our community, for your generosity and participation. The event was hosted by Trivia Master and THI Board Member Phillip Salat, who we can’t thank enough for his wit, wisdom, and wonderful emcee’ing!
	If you enjoyed our eclectic mix of historical, Jewish, and random trivia, here’s a few more questions to test your seychel! Do you know the answers?
	1.
	Who was the first formally ordained female rabbi in the US?

	2.
	Outside of daytime soaps like General Hospital, what is the longest running scripted TV series in American TV?

	3.
	Charles Darwin formulated his theory of evolution while observing what animal?


	THI OUT & ABOUT
	From canvassing to the Holiday Gifts Drive to Good Deeds Day, THI has been out and about in the community helping to make MKE a more just city. Want to join us? Email kathryne@thi-milwaukee.org to get involved!
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	THANK YOU DONORS & VOLUNTEERS!
	VOLUNTEERS
	DONORS
	HEAR ABOUT THI NEWS EVERY OTHER WEEK BY SUBSCRIBING TO OUR E-NEWSLETTERS! VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO SIGN UP.
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	BECOME A RECURRING DONOR!
	Be a change-maker every day.
	YOU CAN MAKE A RECURRING OR SINGLE DONATION TO TIKKUN HA-IR BY VISITING   WWW.THI-MILWAUKEE.ORG/DONATE
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	STAFF
	BOARD

	SPONSORS
	MEMBERS AT LARGE
	ROBIN ARENZON MIRIAM HORWITZ SARAH KATZ KIRCHNER JILL PLAVNICK EVAN PRIMAKOW PHILLIP SALAT MAX SEIGLE SUSAN STUCKERT JILL PLAVNICK

	EX-OFFICIO
	LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
	INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING? EMAIL INFO@THI-MILWAUKEE.ORG TODAY!
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